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I S<lbmrt \he 1oUowin1i """,menlS in response to the Localism Notice of Proposed Rulemakinll (the
"NPRt.l"), IlIleased Jan :M, 2OOtl, in MB 0cx::keI No. Qo4·233.

Any ...,.... FCC rules, policies or pn:cedures must 001 YioIate First Amendment righbr;. A numbltr of
proposal. discussed in Ihe NPRt.l, Wenllded, would do so~ and must not be adopted.

(1) The FCC mUSl not foIal radio .tations, especially reIilIious broadoca....., 10 lake advk:e from
people who do oot sh<Ire II'leirv_. The NPRM'. proposed lldvisory bo¥d pmp>sals would in\tlOSe such
unconstitutional mandalef;. Relil1ious broadcastefS who resist advice from !hose who donl share Ihelf
values could face incollased 1\;I1lIS$lTII:!IlI. complaints and e...en loss of license for choosing 10 follow II'leir own
COMCierIces, rathet than allowinll incompa\ibIe 'Iiewpoints 10 ahape Ihelf PfOlII'IlI'\IMg· The FIlS!
Amendment prohibits government inWding the FCC, from dictating IOtIIIt viewpoints a broadcaSIer,
part;cularly a religiou. bro;odca.ter, must present

(2) The FCC myst !!OllUm ....."., radio station inlo a public fir:Mun w!>eIlI anyone and evwyone 1\;1.
rilIhts 10 8if lime. Proposed public """"'" requirements would do SO - even if a IlIli;iou. broadcaster
~ ol:ijects ID the me••age The FirslAJ'lIIllidment forbid. inpIoIition of message delNery
mandates on any religion.

(3) The FCC must not force .... ealk::, of specilIc edilorial decisio<Hnaking infcrmatic:n. The choice
ofp<og~, e!fI"daIY religious PfOlIramminll, II not p10perty diclalerl by any government agency - and
proposal! 10 lome ,epoili'll on su:h thiogs ... who prod\J(:oI!d what PfOlIl8ms would Intrude on
constitutionaIly--pooleCled editorial choices,

(<I) The FCC must not establish a two--liered ,ehewal system in Whidl certain licensees would be
aulOmalically ban'ad from mutine ....-aI app4ication processing. The pn:lpOSed mandalOly special renewal
review of certain classes 01 applk:an'" by \he Commllsionen them5e/Ye! ""'OUId amount to coeraon of
religious broadcaslerS. Those who stay true 10 It>eir conscience! and present only \he me!I!IagEfI they
correspond to lhef' beliefs oouId face long, expensMl and poIantially n.inoU5 renewal proceedings.

(S) Many CMsIian lIroadca5Ier1; operate on tight Dudgets.... do many smaller marl<et .ecular
station•. K~ \he electricity f\owing ill oftIln. challenge. Yet. the Cotrtnis5ion p1cpc.e.1O furt/1e(
SQUeeZe niche and smale< market broadcaslers, by ....batanlially raising oosts in two ways: (a) by teQU<rinlI
staff presence whene_ a statiDn is on the air and, {b) by fur\tlei restricIing main stuOio location choice•.
RiNlIing cos'" witt> the5e proposals would bee seMce cuIbacl<lI - and curtaillld seMc:e .. oontrary to the
public inIefesl.
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